
Treatment of Infection: Antibiotic Use and Antimicrobial Resistance

1 Kill bacteria

3 Help colds get better more quickly

5 Kill viruses

7 Help hay fever get better more 
 quickly

9 Help coughs get better more 
 quickly

11 Help ear ache get better more 
 quickly

13 Help patients who have bacterial 
 infections after operations get 
 better

2 Treat only symptoms

4 Stop bacteria growing

6 Help pneumonia get better 

8 Kill many of our useful bacteria in 
 the body

10 Help sore throats get better more 
 quickly

12 Help asthma get better more 
 quickly

14 Encourage our good bacteria to 
 become resistant to antibiotics

Antibiotics Can/Can’t Worksheet  
Antibiotics can Antibiotics can’t


